Casis Elementary

2710 Exposition Blvd., Austin, Texas 78703

Casis Elementary September 12, 2008 Casis Elementary

Website Attendance Line
www.mycasis.org 414-0003

Mission Statement
Our mission is to provide alearning environment that will enable each student to work to
potential in his/her quest to be alife-long learner and a productive member of society.
Calendar Items

Monday, September 15 2:45D4:00 p.m. Leadership Casis (Library)

Monday, September 15 5:00 ©6:00 p.m. Gifted & Taented Parent Information Night (Library)
Tuesday, September 16 2:45D3:45 p.m. Chess Club (Library)

Thursday, September 18 5:30D7:30 p.m. Casis Organic Garden Event

Friday, September 19 9:00©10:00 am. PTA General Meeting (Portable 1)

Friday, September 19 Gifted & Taented Nominations Due

Friday, September 19 Gift Wrap Sale Ends

Tuesday, September 23 2:45D3:45 p.m. Chess Club (Library)

Wednesday, October 1 2:45D4:00 p.m. 4" & 5™ Grade Book Club (Library)

Saturday, October 4 9:00 am. Marathon Kids Kick-Off Celebration (UT Mike Myers Field)

Parent Information for Gifted and Talented

The AISD Gifted and Talented Program serves students in grades K ©12. The fall nomination process begins September 15" and lasts
until September 19, If you are interested in learning about the Gifted and Talented Program, please attend the parent meeting on
Monday, September 15" from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the library. Nomination forms and a brochure about the G/T Program will be
available at the meeting and in the office. If you have questions, please consult with your child® teacher or call Assistant Principal,
Jaynelle Nestle, at 414-7166.

Gift Wrap Sale
Casis PTA and Innisbrook Wraps present the 2008 CBwing into the Monkey Business of Selling Gift WrapOfundraiser with a great

line of products from Innisbrook/Helen Grace Chocolate. Thisis the second largest fundraiser for Casis, which helps fund our reading
specialist, technology lab, Spanish program, and much more. All families are encouraged to participate as the sales generate funds for
all of the wonderful programs offered at Casis. With every dollar sold of Innisbrook wraps, Casis receives $0.53 cents. Our goal is
100% participation, so please return the product forms by Friday, September 19™. |f achieved, the kids will enjoy a school-wide
Krispy Kreme donut party. Catalogs filled with gifts, wrapping paper, bags, bows, chocolate and magazine subscriptions were sent
home last week in your child@ Friday folder. Thisyear everything will be processed online @ www.innisbrook.com. Y ou must
register your child online in order to get credit for prizes. Lotsof cool prizesfor top sellers. If you are unable to share your catalogs
with out-of-town family and friends, remind them that they can support Casis by ordering online at Innisbrook.com, school humber
119069. If you have any questions please contact Ashley Crider at 477-6416, Ellen Miura at 469-9626 or Julie Kocurek at
votedjulie@aol.com.

Casis Chess Club

The Chess Club will start next Tuesday on September 16", We meet every Tuesday in the library from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. All 2™
through 5" graders are welcome. Parents of interested Kindergarten and (new) 1st graders should contact Co-Chairs Cindy Deterling
viaemail at chessclub@deterling.net or Diana Gravesviaphone at 480-0782. All ability levels are welcome. Parent volunteers are
needed and no experience is necessary.

PTA Volunteer Interest Form for Fall 2008

Many thanks to those of you who have aready returned your PTA Volunteer Interest Forms. If you haven®turned yours in yet, there
isstill timeto sign up for volunteer opportunities. ExtraVolunteer Interest Forms may be found in the office. Asyou know, Casis
relies on parent assistance in many ways and we encourage every parent at Casis to get involved. Please check as many volunteer
opportunities, as you are interested in and return the form to your child@® teacher as soon as possible. For more information call Liza
Layne, Volunteer Coordinator, at 499-8766 or email |iza.layne@sbcglobal .net. Thank you for supporting volunteer efforts at Casisl!

Read Aloud and Casis Cares Volunteers

Kindergarten will have Casis Cares and Read Alouds on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. 1% through 4™ grades will have Read Alouds at the
following times on Wednesdays: 1% grade - 2:00 p.m., 2™ grade - 1:30 p.m., 3 grade - 2:05 p.m., 4" grade - 9:30 am. 5" grade will
Read Aloud on Thursdays at 8:45 am. Teachers will provide in-class training during the first week in October. For more information,
contact Jennifer Lyon at 414-7167.




Casis T-Shirts

Last call for grade level and rainbow t-shirts! All t-shirt order forms are due next Wednesday, September 17™; we will be placing
thefinal order at the end of next week. Please note that t-shirtswere NOT offered on the spring form, so if you have not already
purchased one or turned in an order form this fall you will not be receiving a shirt. Grade level shirts are worn on field trips, at field
day and on spirit days. Thiswill be your last opportunity to order one until next fall. Please call Susan Wise at 452-3131 or

Huette Oakley 476-8466 with any questions.

Safety & Parking Reminder

With your child® safety in mind, we ask that al parents enter the building during the school day through the front doors (by the
flagpole) and sign in. Please a so refrain from knocking on locked doors of the school, as this can be disruptive. Also, parents please
do not park in the Casis Village parking lot or other parking lots of surrounding businesses. Thank you for your patience and
understanding.

Bus Riders

Dueto increased enrollment our current large bus # 3005 is full. The AISD transportation department is unable to allow guests of bus
riders to travel on the bus at this time. We are sorry for this inconvenience and hope to add a route with an additional bus before the
year-ends. Thanks for your understanding.

Safety Patrol Volunteers

Please take a moment to thank the following parent volunteers for their hard work in directing traffic and students and delivering
instructions on proper procedures for drop off and pick up times: Kim Battle, Suzanne Bell, Martha Carapetyan, Lisa Christian, Jay
Foster, Dawn Goetzel, Anne Hagen, Kristen and Mark Hallman, Cami Hawkins, Kathy and Mike Keig, Sara Marler, Amy Morran,
Sue Phillips, Mickey Plaisance, James Clark, Robin Shepherd, Chaz Studor, Wendy Thompson and Laura Wilkinson. It isadifficult
task to manage the volume of cars and students that arrive and depart each day in a safe and efficient manner. Many hours were spent
streamlining this process. The volunteers arrived early and stayed late the first two weeks of school to get things up and running. We
will now have 5" grade safety patrol members working alongside our teaching staff; please show them the same respect and attention.
Thanks to the teachers for managing this ALL year and especially to the 4™ and 5™ grade teachers who are enforcing the new
procedures on Northwood. Thanks also to Jaynelle Nestle for her vision and leadership with this program!

Vision & Hearing Volunteers

Thank you to the following volunteers who donated their time to help our vision and hearing screenings run smoothly and safely:
Sheryl Jett, Sharon Goss, Sandra Y ancer, Martha Williams, M ackenzie Heimbecker, Mimi Spier, Rita Stewart, Dixie Petersen,

Kristin Schiesz, Karen Burgess, Paul Foucher. Thank you also to our PTA Volunteer Coordinator, Liza Layne for organizing this
very important coverage. Vision and hearing screenings were conducted for al Pre K, PPCD, Kindergarten and new to Al SD students.

Austin |SD islooking for a new superintendent.

Y our opinion isvaluable! The Board of Trustees wants to know what you think our schools need in an educational leader.
Please help Trustees develop a CBuperintendent ProfileOby attending a forum in your neighborhood to share your perspectives!
Forum locations include: Austin High School Cafeteria, 1715 W. Cesar Chavez, September 25, 7-9 p.m. and at the

Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 W. 6th Street, September 25, 7-9 p.m. For more information, go to
www.austinisd.org.

Marathon Kids

Marathon Kids Kick-Off Celebration is set for Saturday, October 4™, at UT Mike Myers Track and Field Stadium. Free parking is
available in the UT parking garage next to the stadium. Children will receive a Marathon Kids water bottle. AISD students will begin
a 9:00 am. Registration forms were in your child's classroom at PIN night and will also be available in the gym. Marathon Kidsis a
part of our WOW program at Casis. Teachers have their students jog the track to complete their Marathon miles. All finishersreceive
ashirt in the spring, but they have to be registered. Please go to www.MarathonK ids.com for more info.

O. Henry Carnival
O. Henry Middle School's Round-Up Carnival is set for Friday, October 3™ from 6:00-9:00 p.m., 2610 West 10th Street. There will
be fun games and lots of food on the front yard of the school. Bring the family for an enjoyable evening!

Cafeteria/lPlayground Parent Volunteer Monitor Thanks & Reminder

Many thanksto parent-volunteers in Mr. Springer®, Ms. Scott@ and Ms. Pasko@ classes for monitoring the caf eteria and playground
over the last couple of weeks. Thank you in advance to Ms. Laudenheimer@ and Mr. Batiansila@ parent-volunteers who will be here
to volunteer during lunch, September 15" 26™. If you can help, please call your homeroom parent.

Attendance was high at both of our Parent Information Nights. Thanks to all of you who took time form your busy schedulesto learn
more about Casis and your child@ classroom! It istruly an honor to be at a school where parents are so supportive of teaching and
learning. Please see the attached letter for changes in our morning drop-off procedures.

Sincerely,



