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Traffic & Pedestrian Safety Concerns

The Casis Community is serious about traffic safety
on Hillview, Northwood, Circle Drive and Exposition. A cam-
pus-wide safety traffic plan is in the works among AISD, Safe
Kids of Austin, and the Austin Police Department. Our cam-
pus will be receiving “report cards” based on recent video
coverage of our campus during “pick up” hours. We hope
that our parents will help us take note of these safety con-
cerns and help us improve our safety routines as a campus.

We would like your help in restoring the traffic flow on
Northwood. Please keep the pick-up line moving. It has been
recommended that we eliminate some of the parking on the
street that has contributed to children having to walk in the
street to board their cars and making it difficult for cars to
exit onto Exposition. Your fellow PTA parents will be donning
safety vests. Please be courteous and patient as we begin to
experiment with new solutions to aid with traffic flow and
safety.

Below you will find a short list of traffic safety remind-
ers. Please pass along this information to anyone who picks
up your child (Grandparents & Nannies) for you so that they
too may be aware of our traffic safety rules.

Our current rules are:

1) NO JAYWALKING - USE CROSSWALKS.

2) PEDESTRIANS HAVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY.

3) NO PARKING within 20 ft of each side of the crosswalk
or in a handicapped space. If the curb is yellow, keep going
and find a safe and legal location to park or stop.

*When in line for drop off or pick up in the circle drive,
please leave room for vehicles pulling in or out of the
handicapped spaces.

*On Northwood, the line forms before the crosswalk,
but you need to keep your distance from the cross-
walk until it’s safe to pull all the way up. Also, please
stay in your car. Do not leave your car in the pick-up
line. This is a No Parking Zone.

4) NO U-TURNS during drop off or pick up.

5) NO BACKING UP into a crosswalk.

6) FOCUS - No cell phone use while driving in school
zones.

7) 20 MPH speed limit from 7:30-8:00 a.m. and 2:35-3:05
p.m.

Thank You For Helping Us Keep our Campus Safe!

The Prez Sez.....

As the holiday season is upon us, we have so much to be thank-
ful for at Casis; the dedicated teachers, staff and administration;
the wonderful enrichment opportunities provided by parent vol-
unteers and the funds of the PTA. I am pleased to share with you
our financial successes from our major fundraisers, Gift Wrap
and Carnival, have secured a balanced budget for us this school
year. Thank you so much to the Gift Wrap Chairs: Ashley
Crider, Julie Kocurek, and Ellen Miura, for their successful
campaign. Net proceeds from the sale are estimated to be
$30,000, which exceeded our budget expectations!

Oh, what a night! Carnival was the Fiesta the whole community
is still talking about! A perfect evening with lots of very happy
children! Many, many kudos and thanks to our Carnival Chairs:
Elizabeth Adams, Rebecca McKee, and Ashley Putman. These
Carnival Chairs, and their Viva Casis Committee, planned and
executed an event that entertained the masses and far exceeded
their projected net earnings. We are pleased to announce Carni-
val raised $142,487 for our PTA. We did it! The Sponsorship
calendar was cut by two weeks, but the funds still came in! We
especially wish to thank the many parents who volunteered and
contributed to Carnival, proving that we believe in “!Viva
Casis!”

Book Fair was simply magical thanks to our Book Fair Chairs:
Barbara Carlson, Anne Ewald, and Suzanne Rosato. Many fami-
lies attended the Family Night and bought the pizza dinner coor-
dinated by the 5™ Grade and Leadership Casis. The pizza dinner
money supports our 5™ grade trip to Port Aransas. Thanks to the
parents and 5" graders who helped make this dinner a success! |
hope you all were able to pick up some holiday gifts at the Book
Fair including a cool Casis hoodie! We are pleased to announce
that the gross revenue from the book fair was $38,224. Simply
Amazing!

It takes great talent to raise the money and equally as much to
spend it. The PTA will begin the first of three budget meetings
for 2008-2009 in January. We would love to hear from our par-
ents and teachers on how you would like to see your PTA
money spent. All are welcome to attend these budget meetings.
Look for more information to come on meeting dates and times.
The PTA will also begin the nominating process for next year’s
PTA Executive Board. Let us enjoy our holidays, rest up, and
prepare ourselves for the New Year! Great Job, Casis PTA!

Happy Holidays!
Wendy Thompson

$ Casis Community Connections $
Check out the community connections page, a 1-page summary included
with the PTA Post, and make sure your dollars spent in the community are
working for Casis!

More news continued on page 2.....

Dates to Remember

12/21 Winter Break Begins

1/8 School resumes

1/9 Report cards

1/17 Prospective Parent Open House
1/18 PTA General Mtg. at 7:45 a.m.
1/21 No school / student & staff holiday
1/24 Author Visit — Michael Buckley
1/25 PTA Budget Mtg.

1/30—2/1 International Festival
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Special Recognition of a Casis Family

Dawn and Dwayne Goetzel have given a generous gift of $2,000
benefiting our Teacher Appreciation Fund. The Goetzels have been at
Casis for 7 years. They would like to honor the wonderful teachers
and staff at Casis with funds for their holiday and spring faculty cele-
brations. Their generous donation will also help fund teacher appre-
ciation gifts such as our Office Depot Gift Cards (to offset the per-
sonal funds they use on their classrooms). This gift demonstrates the
passion our parents share for our teachers and staff. Thank you!!
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Important Dates
Prospective Parent Open House, 9 a.m.
Spread the word to your friends

January 17th

January 18" PTA General Meeting, 7:45 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Author, Kathy Wilson on Parenting

Cacic Book Fair - Another Cacic Quececel

A

Anne Ewald (ehalr) Mre. Nlchols (Casie lemnan) Tophar Bradfield (Book People).
Quzanna Roeato (chair), and Barbara Carleon (chair)

Nominating Committee Process to Begin Now

The nomination process to select the PTA Nominating
Committee begins now in December. This committee is
responsible for recommending a slate of officers for the
2008-2009 school year. The Nominating Committee will be
elected at the January general meeting of the PTA. Look for
more information and reminders in the Princi-
pal’s newsletter in the Friday folder. If you have any ques-
tions, email or call Cami Hawkins at 478-0552 or
hawkins2048@sbcglobal.net.

Casis Kids Celebrate the Holidays

it is a special time for honoring a variety of traditions and cel
with teachers and friends. Did you know that any one classr
Casis may have children who honor any one of several holigay,
tions?

The following “tips” have been gathered from a variety of so
serve as simple reminders on how to keep the holidays simy
both at school and at home.

x Discuss the origins of the different holidays that might
brated by Casis families

Check with your child’s teacher about holiday celebratig
classroom to honor diversity as well as health guidelines
Look for age-appropriate books about holiday traditions
Try to "de-hype" and simplify the holidays
De-emphasize television

Emphasize family, friends, traditions and togetherness
Decorate

Cook

Donate old toys

Make cards and gifts

Adopt a family to sponsor or another type of outreach pr

X

X X X X X X X X X

Happy Holidays to Everyone!

Casis Endowment Fund

It is impossible to ignore it, the holiday season is in full swing. At Casis,

etﬂ‘étl know that Casis has an Endowment Fund? The fund
)d\‘ffé 'rabhshed by the Casis PTA Executive Board in 2000. The purpose
the fund is to generate a long lasting gift to our school. The Endow-
ﬁ“nd is administered by Austin Community Foundation and has a
balance of $39,216. There are two ways to give a gift to the Endowment
Fund. One is to make a contribution to the Austin Community Founda-
| rtiers edffgr on line at www.austincommunityfoundaiton.org or with a
Iegr?:rk payable to the Austin Community Foundation (Casis PTA
wmenft in the memo line) P.O. Box 5159, Austin, Texas, 78763 or, by
purchasing a paver onh our Path of Excellence Sidewalk in front of our
school.
be cele-
For more information on the Path of Excellence, please visit our website
ngvimchyepta.org. Please consider giving to the endowment fund during
the holidays. Donations make wonderful lasting gifts to honor a current
or former student as well as remember someone or something special.

PTA Budget Meetings Begin January 2008

What to do with our fundraising dollars? That is the big ques-
tion we will be asking during our first Budget Meeting on
January 25" at 8:00 a.m. Anyone may join the budget meet-
ing. There will be a total of three meetings before a budget
will be prepared for vote. If you have an idea or proposal to
86bmit to the PTA for consideration in the 2008-2009 budget,
please contact Wendy Thompson at winifredpage(@aol.com.
We appreciate hearing from you!
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$$ CASIS COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS $$

Published by Casis PTA

Ways your day-to-day shopping can raise money for Casis Dec. ‘07

Do you know that many local and on-line businesses donate money to Casis just by your patronage?
This flyer is intended to provide a list of these opportunities as well as inform anyone interested as to

how they can partner their business with Casis.

CLIP

ToP, Box‘Fops for Education
s (g Casis earns 0.10 cents for each boxtop.
=& Turn-in boxtops to your classroom teacher.
Last year the PTA earned more then $2000 ! As always,
keep clipping box tops and the special bonus box
tops. We send them in twice a year. Please turn in your
clipped tops into the  box tops bag in your classroom.

MATCH

IBM employees
Any donation you plan to give to Casis
(including Spanish or Technology contribu-

tions) can be pooled with all IBM/Casis parents for an

employer matching contribution from IBM. IBM gener-

ously donates 4:1 with IBM product. Last year 20 flat

screen monitors and 4 printers were donated to the com-

puter lab through this program. Please contact Cynthia

Bengtson at cbbengtson@yahoo.com to pool your contri-
bution for Casis.

Hewlett Packard employees
ﬂ] Any HP employee may choose to submit their
F Casis PTA contributions through the HP Prod-
i nvent Uct Matching Program. HP generously gives a
3:1 product match. ldentifying HP/Casis par-
ents will help pool contributions to maximize this match-
ing resource for our technology program. Please contact
Karen Brimble at karen@lynxs.com for details.

.. Dell employees
ML Choose to support the Casis PTA
through the Dell Direct Giving Campaign
and Dell will match your donation dollar for dollar with a
CASH donation to the PTA. Contact Anna Belle Williams
at ab_williams@dell.com to learn more.

Does your company match? Please contact Karen Brim-
ble at karen@lynxs.com

SHOP
Bellita

Photography

Gayle's bright photographic murals of children
are on display in the Casis cafeteria promoting
our Health and Wellness program. Some of the
same portraits are now part of the Dell Chil-
dren's Medical Center permanent art collec-
tion! Gayle Velayos of Bellita Photography spe-
cializes in children's portraiture. For more in-
formation please call Gayle at (512) 769 - 6503
and/or visit her website at
www.bellitaphotography.com

Casis receives a percentage of
your Randalls purchases. Desig-

nate your Remarkable Card to
#4888, Casis today! Over the last 10 years,
Casis has received over $50,000 !

Westbank Dry Cleaners
Turn in your dry cleaning receipts at the clean-
ers and 3% will be donated to Casis.

Order healthy, delicious meals de-
& ) livered free. New menu each week!
MBELS 0 i _

the Wafm 5% of purchases go to Casis. Qr
der at www.souppeddler.com/casis

Mention Casis at the register and

13 'ﬂ? 5% of your sale will go directly to

Athletic Wear for Active Kids the CaSIS P E department

PARTNER

Are you interested in partnering your business
with Casis? Please contact Karen Brimble at
karen@Ilynxs.com for more information.




