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More news continued on page 2…..

The Prez Sez…..
On behalf of the PTA, thank you for your contributions on the Fall 
Form to the programs we support. Technology Program support 
totaled $64,840 with participation from 406 Casis families.  The 
Spanish Program support totaled $39,845 with participation from 
321 families.  Both of these totals meet or beat our expected in-
come budgeted for this school year which is fantastic!  These con-
tributions along with our fundraisers will allow us to sustain these 
programs that make Casis so special.

School is off to a great start this Fall.  Thank you Casis parents for 
providing a smooth transition for our new faculty and the students.  
Who said change isn’t good?  If we didn’t have change then we 
couldn’t grow and get better at what we do!  We were sorry to see 
Barry Aidman retire, but look who we got—Patty Martin and Ana 
Montoya – and we couldn’t have asked for a better team!  The 
Health Dept is urging us to change our Carnival Food ways to 
make the event a food permitted event.  The IRS would like to see 
us make changes in the way we give rewards to our teachers and 
sales tax for gift wrap sales.  We have a portable on the playground 
and a new shade cover over the play slab. Our school is growing 
and this is an affirmation that Casis is doing something right!  
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, our PTA is tackling these 
changes for the better.  I sincerely appreciate this school commu-
nity and its leaders.

On the other hand, why change if you don’t have to.  Our good 
ole’ fundraisers are doing great!  We’ve wrapped up another gift 
wrap season. Casis students really “kicked it up” with total sales of 
$70,000 which is up from last year.  I want to extend my personal 
thanks and that of the PTA’s to our gift wrap tri-chairs: Ashley 
Crider, Julie Kocurek, and Ellen Miura.  Carnival still reigns and 
this year’s Carnival theme “Viva Casis” or long live Casis repre-
sents our pride in our school.  Please encourage your friends and 
neighbors to join us for Carnival this year.  In November, we will 
have our annual Book Fair which is a favorite family event.  

Finally, thank you all for purchasing a PTA membership and for 
attending PTA meetings during the year (I would love to see you 
there).  Membership numbers are up to 585 members from 548 last 
year.  I appreciate your support of our PTA and am so grateful for 
all our parents and teachers. Together we are making a difference 
in our school!

Wendy Thompson
“Nothing would be done at all if we waited until we could do it so 

well that none could find fault with it.” Cardinal Newman
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Dates to Remember
10/19 PTA General Mtg. at noon
10/23 Fall Picture Day
10/24 Report Cards Distributed
10/26 Viva Casis Carnival
11/2 Walk or Ride Your Bike to School Day
11/8 PTA General Mtg. at 7 pm

Cheryl Swanson & Barbara Nichols Reading w/our Kids
11/12 Student Holiday
11/13-14 Book Fair Family Night (13th )
11/17 Annual Forest Clean-up 9:30 am—12:30 pm

$ Casis Community Connections $
Check out the community connections page, a 1-page summary included with the 
PTA Post, and make sure your dollars spent in the community are working for Casis!

2006-2007 CASIS PTA BOARD
President Wendy Thompson 407-9970
President Elect Julie Ballard 477-5573
V.P. Communications Tracy Fielder 542-0045
V.P. Services Suzanne Bell 474-2320
V.P. Ways & Means Karen Brimble 479-8280
Secretary Julie Pastor 474-5216
Treasurer Amy Allen 474-2620
Treasurer Elect Jay Foster 453-0609
Historian Amy Morran 477-9013
Parliamentarian Cami Hawkins 478-0552
Volunteer Coordinator Brooks Franklin 236-0885
AC-PTA Wendy Griessen 542-9599
Principal Patti Martin 414-2062
Teacher Representative Derek Springer 841-5555

Innisbrook Sale Wraps Up!
This year's Innisbrook sale is something to kick up your heels about.  Over 75% 
of students participated selling $70,000 worth of gift wrap, chocolate, magazines, 
gift items and accessories.  Casis keeps 53% - WOW!

The grade level winners are:  K-Charlotte Crider, 1-Nolan Jett, 2-Jack Wind-
ham, 3-Park Schuneman, 4-Annika Ostrom, 5-Ian O'Brien!  Orders are loosely 
scheduled to be distributed at Casis the 1st or 2nd week in November!!

Thank you to the many volunteers it took to make this year’s sale the best 
EVER!  Diane Little, Laura Northway, Carol Kern, Jennifer Foucher, Sheryl 
Mueller, Nicole Hanna, Kellie Farris, Jana Howden, Janet Harris, Martha Wil-
liams, Marianne Seiler, Julie Ballard, Anne Ewald, Brandy Reimers, Marietta 
Scott, Donna Campbell, Tiffany Martin, Elaine Benton, Shannon Windham, Liza 
Layne, Sally Ward, Robin Shepherd, Cindy Deterling, Liza Rios, Kristen Alexan-
der, Cari Ezell, Cami Hawkins, Mary Beth Kiser, Diane Dobson, Shannon and 
Paul Cameron, Suzanne Rosato, Gloria Gude, Liz Brandt, Kasandra Cruzcosa, 
Rebecca McKee and Carol Boes!  

Thanks again to all students and parents who participated in our Gift Wrap 
Sale!  Your efforts paid off!

Ashley Crider, Julie Kocurek, and Ellen Miura
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Wellness Committee gets a Healthy Head Start &
WINS National PTA Award!

Congratulations to our Wellness Committee for they have been named 
one of the winners of the PTA’s first ever Healthy Lifestyles Awards 
(awarded Sept. 30th, 2007).  Their proposal for a campus-wide Walk To 
School Day was selected from a pool of 350 applicants from PTA’s big 
and small in over 46 states.  What an accomplishment! In recognition 
of their achievement, the national PTA will award them a check in the 
amount of $500 to support their event and our organic garden.  We are 
so proud of our volunteers and the commitment this group has shown 
to the healthy growth and development of our children.

Established in 2006, the Wellness Committee is a group of parents in 
the Casis community dedicated to creating a health-conscious school 
environment for our children. Last year the committee initiated the 
weekly health tips in the newsletter, developed the Go, Slow, and 
Whoa Campaign in conjunction with the PE Department, participated 
in the café remodel, and worked on the classroom organic gardens. Our 
plans for this year are as follows:

Developing a sustainable, community organic garden;
Educating the Casis community about healthy food choices and ideas;
Promoting healthy snacking in the classroom;
Rethinking the Track and Field Day concessions;
Implementing a campus-wide Walk to School Day; and
Researching possibilities of an organic Cafeteria Pilot Program.

Concerns, ideas, and support can be directed to Chairpersons, Martin 
and Marika Milliken at 472-7692 or martin@raleighavenue.com.

Pedestrian Safety on Northwood, Hillview
and the Kinder Circle

With 780 children at Casis, the traffic during drop-off and particularly 
pick-up is heavy.  The PTA estimates that 500 vehicles are at our 
school during those times.   Keeping our kids safe is so important. 
Please Remember:
1. Pedestrians have the right-of-way – this is a state law.  If you see 

someone step into the street, stop.
2. No Parking within 10 feet of each side of crosswalk.  If curb is yel-

low, keep going and find a safe and legal location to park or stop.
3. Use crosswalks – no jaywalking.
4. Focus – No cell phone use while driving in school zones, drive 20 

mph or less.
Questions or comments?  Contact Jeannette Williams or Patty Martin.

Special Recognition of a Casis Parent
For the fourth year in a row, Kathy Girling Odom has donated $6,000/
year to the Casis PTA, specifically so the Casis faculty will have educa-
tional resources & opportunities not available to them through AISD.  
Over these four years, teachers have been able to attend important 
workshops paid for by the Casis PTA because of Kathy Odom’s passion 
for academic excellence.  The first grade team and a few others will 
travel to Dallas this month to attend a literacy conference.  Once again, 
this example demonstrates the unique educational environment Casis 
enjoys because of generous parents!

The ABC of Attendance at Casis or FAQ’s 

Many of us wonder why attendance is so important in elementary 
school and so we asked Patty Martin to explain. 

There are two accountability ratings now for schools which are tied 
to academic and attendance performance.  
1.) Texas Education Agency rates schools based on TAKS perform-
ance (uses scores from subgroups such as economically disadvan-
taged, English language learners, and various ethnicities, as well as 
overall passing scores for each grade level and subject area), atten-
dance rates, and drop out rates.

2.) The other rating for schools and districts comes from the Federal 
No Child Left Behind Act.  This one looks at passing scores on tests, 
numbers of students actually taking the tests, attendance, and drop-
out rates.

What this means for Casis is:
       Of course, we want all students to perform well on all tests for 
TEA and Reading and Math TAKS (for NCLB).
       We want all students to attend school every day.  The state 
requires students to attend at least 90% of the school year in order 
to get credit for the year.  For our accountability rating to remain 
exemplary, we need our attendance rates to be 96% or better.  

If you have additional questions, please talk to our Principal, Patty 
Martin, Assistant Principal, Ana Montoya, or try the Texas Education 
Agency website, where accountability ratings are discussed in full.

Dell & IBM Matching Gifts
If you are a Casis Parent and an employee of Dell or IBM, please 
consider contributing to our school through their matching grants 
programs.

Questions?  Contact Cynthia Bengston (cbbengtson@yahoo.com)
 or Anna Belle Williams (ab_williams@dell.com).

Thank you to Coalter Baker for filing our 990 tax forms! 
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Oh, oh it's magic, you know ...
never believe it's not so ... it's magic, you know....

Join us on Tuesday, November 13th from 4:30 - 8:00 for Family Night at 
Mrs. Nichol's Wonder Book Emporium for our annual Book Fair in the Casis 
library. Enjoy a magical night of tax-free shopping from our super-fantastic 
selection of books provided by our local bookstore, BookPeople.

Shop for your family & do a little holiday shopping in advance. You will have a 
chance to win a prize in our raffle & to donate book money for our adopted 
school, Allan Elementary. No need to cook. Support the 5th grade Port 
Aransas trip by having a pizza dinner in the Casis cafeteria.

http://www.walden.com/walden/properties/magorium/
Book Fair hours:
Tuesday, 11/13  8:00 am - 3:00 pm  and 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm family night
Wednesday, 11/14  8:00 am - 3:30 pm

SCHOOL DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!
The highly anticipated school directories will be distributed on Friday, Oct. 12th 
in your child's backpack!  Editing and publishing a directory with over 600 
families is a huge job.  Many thanks and loud applause for Ann Phipps who has 
coordinated the publishing of the school directory for the last three years. 



CLIP
Boxtops for Education
Casis earns 0.10 cents for each boxtop.  
Turn-in boxtops to your classroom teacher.  

Last year the PTA earned more then $2000 !  As always, 
keep clipping box tops and the special bonus box 
tops.  We send them in twice a year.  The first date is 
soon approaching.  Please turn in your clipped tops into 
the box tops bag  in your classroom by Friday, Oct 19th .

$$ CASIS COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS $$

Do you know that many local and on-line businesses donate money to Casis just by your patronage?  
This flyer is intended to provide a list of these opportunities as well as inform anyone interested as to 
how they can partner their business with Casis.  

Ways your day-to-day shopping can raise money for Casis           Published by Casis PTA    Oct.  ‘07

SHOP
Bellita

              Photography
Gayle's bright photographic murals of children 
are on display in the Casis cafeteria promoting 
our Health and Wellness program.  Some of the 
same portraits are now part of the Dell Chil-
dren's Medical Center permanent art collec-
tion!  Gayle Velayos of Bellita Photography spe-
cializes in children's  portraiture.  For more in-
formation please call Gayle at (512) 769 - 6503 
and/or visit her website at
www.bellitaphotography.com

Casis receives a percentage of 
your Randalls purchases. Desig-
nate your Remarkable Card to 

#4888, Casis today!  Over the last 10 years, 
Casis has received over $50,000 !

Westbank Dry Cleaners
Turn in your dry cleaning receipts at the clean-
ers and 3% will be donated to Casis. 

Order healthy, delicious meals de-
livered free.  New menu each week!  
5% of purchases go to Casis.  Or-
der at www.souppeddler.com/casis

Mention Casis at the register and 
5% of your sale will go directly to 
the Casis PE department.

MATCH

IBM employees
Any donation you plan to give to Casis 
(including Spanish or Technology contribu-

tions) can be pooled with all IBM/Casis parents for an 
employer matching contribution from IBM.  IBM gener-
ously donates 4:1 with IBM product.  Last year 20 flat 
screen monitors and 4 printers were donated to the com-
puter lab through this program.  Please contact Cynthia 
Bengtson at cbbengtson@yahoo.com to pool your contri-
bution for Casis.

Hewlett Packard employees
Any HP employee may choose to submit their 
Casis PTA contributions through the HP Prod-
uct Matching Program.  HP generously gives a 
3:1 product match.  Identifying HP/Casis par-

ents will help pool contributions to maximize this match-
ing resource for our technology program.  Please contact 
Karen Brimble at karen@lynxs.com for details.

Dell employees
Oct 30-Nov 16 is the enrollment period 
for the Dell Direct Giving Cam-

paign.  Choose to support the Casis PTA and Dell will 
match your donation dollar for dollar with a CASH  do-
nation to the PTA.  Contact Anna Belle Williams at 
ab_williams@dell.com to learn more.

Does your company match?  Please contact Karen Brim-
ble at karen@lynxs.com

PARTNER
Are you interested in partnering your business 
with Casis?  Please contact Karen Brimble at 
karen@lynxs.com for more information.


