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T h e  P r e z  
S e z . . .
  May is here and the final school 
bell is only a few weeks away.  I’m 
so excited about all the activities 
we still have to look forward to: 
Teacher Appreciation Week, Track 
& Field, Field Trips, Port A, End of 
Year Parties, 5th Grade Graduation! 
  What a great year Casis PTA has 
enjoyed! Eager volunteers accom-
plished so many successful fund-
raisers, awesome cultural events, 
popular after school enrichment 
programs, exceptional services to 
the school, open communications in 
the Casis community, and extensive 
technology upgrades. Your support 
of the PTA made this possible. I 
am grateful to be part of a commu-
nity where volunteers demonstrate 
every day an extraordinary level of 
commitment. It’s been a privilege to 
observe you at work.
  I have used this monthly article 
to thank committees and individual 
volunteers. This month I want to say 
thank you to all of those silent vol-
unteers who do sooooo much behind 
the scenes work that we never even 
know about…you are awesome!
  Now, I want to say thank you to 
those I do know about! Thank you 
to Martha Bradshaw, Partners In 
Education; Beth Durrett, Path of 
Excellence; Don Mauro, Legislative 
Liaison; Jana Howden, Homeroom 
Coordinator; Amanda Ogden, April 
Marquee updates; Homeroom Par-
ents; Casis Cares, Reading Buddy 
and Teacher Appreciation volun-
teers. Many thanks to Jenny Gaston 
and Amy Ehrlich for coordinating all 
of the 5th grade activities leading 
up to and including graduation and 
to Julie Pastor and Kelly Talbert 
for chairing the upcoming fun-filled 
Track and Field Days. To Susan 
McLeland who is editing and pub-
lishing her last PTA Post, you have 
done a fantastic job of keeping us all 
informed for the past three years!
  To the Executive Board that I had 
the privilege of working with, a 

(continued on back)

TeachersPar
en

ts

Chil
dr

en
Com

m
unity

Visit www.casispta.org for the latest news.

Spring Keeps Casis Kids, PTA Active

Volunteers help young contestants assemble at the starting line 
before their Fun Run race begins.

  Spring is an especially active season in the Casis community, 
and PTA is responsible for some of the best-loved outdoor 
events of the season. 
  Next week, look for the annual Track and Field Days cel-
ebration, “The Athletes Academic Challenge.”  Events will in-
clude a Three-legged Spelling Bee, Social Studies Volley, Noun 
and Verb Tag, and Alphabet Relay.  Kindergarteners through 
second graders will participate Tuesday, May 10, while third-
fifth graders play Wednesday, May 11. Concessions, including 
Jim-Jim’s ices and Casis wristbands, are on sale to all stu-
dents each day. Co-chairs Julie Pastor (474-5216) and Kelly 
Talbert (452-3372) are looking for volunteers to serve as offi-
cials, concessions salespeople, and cheerleaders for our kids.
  Fun Run was a huge success last month, with almost 300 run-
ners participating in a variety of relays, dashes, races and spirit-
raising events. Runners earned ribbons, medals and stickers to 
commemorate their participation, while Whole Foods kept the 
crowd hydrated and full of healthy snacks. RunTex helped out 
the day of the event, and sent representatives to lead students 
in two running clinics in the weeks leading up to it. Parent 
Julie Horvath and Joshua Clifton provided mini-massages to 
80 student runners at the Fun Run as well. The Fun Run and 
wristband sales raised more than enough money to pay for the 
fifth grade’s annual Port Aransas trip. Thanks to all runners, 
volunteers, support, fifth graders and fifth grade teachers, and 
especially Ms. Cindy Samok, for all your hard work, making Fun 
Run one of Casis’s favorite Spring events!



2004-2005 Casis PTA Officers 
Julia Howry, President
  474-6006, jhowry@austin.rr.com

Cami Hawkins, President-elect
 478-0552, camihawkins@att.net

Michelle Dante, V.P. - Communications
416-6842, Dywer@msn.com

Amy Roberts, V.P. - Services
472-3735, asraustin@aol.com

Kathy Mauro, V.P. - Ways & Means
478-7346, kathy.mauro@spcorp.com

Annie Melvin, Secretary
414-2062, AMelvin@austin.isd.tenet.edu

Dixie Carlton, Treasurer
476-3039, SFCARLTON@aol.com

Linda Richards, Historian
472-7362, linda--r@swbell.net

Jan Combs, Parliamentarian
323-9289, jjcombs@austin.rr.com

Marla Kiger, Volunteer Coordinator
419-9200, marlakiger@sbcglobal.net

Julie Baselice, AC-PTA Liaison
380-0419, julieb@baselice.com

Committee News
•Officers & Committee Chairs: please check your mailbox in the main 
office weekly. Bring notebooks to the May 12 meeting to give to next 
year’s officers and committee chairs.

•.Collect and turn in Box Tops to your child’s homeroom teacher. Casis 
earns money for each one you collect!

•Remember to use your Randalls Remarkable Card every time you 
shop.  Each time you use your card, linked to Casis #4888, Casis earns 
1% of your total purchase, at no cost to you! Stop by Customer Service 
at Randalls to get a card or to link to Casis.

IT’S A DATE!   
 5/10-11  Track and Field
 5/12  PTA meeting, noon
          Officer Installation
 5/25  Last Day of School
 8/16  First Day of School,
          2005-2006

Casis	Thanks
these	local	businesses	who	
support	our	school:

•Joe	Koen	and	Sons
•EZ’s	Restaurant

•Hornfischer	Literary	
Management.

Stop	by	sometime	to	express	
your	appreciation!

sincere thank you: Cami Hawkins, Kathy Mauro, Amy Roberts, Michelle Dante, 
Dixie Carlton, Annie Melvin, Linda Richards, Jan Combs, Marla Kiger, Julie 
Baselice, Barry Aidman and Betsy Davis.
  I want to acknowledge Dixie Carlton’s contribution to Casis.  After serv-
ing as Asst. Treasurer for 2 years and Treasurer (without an assistant) for 
another 2, she has logged more volunteer hours on her calculator than any 
of us can count.  The superior financial reporting she provided allowed our 
organization to operate on the highest of levels. Thank you, Dixie, for sharing 
your talents and time with us!
  Thank you to all of our Committee Chairs whose leadership and efforts 
made their committees succeed. You made my role as President easy, be-
cause I could count on each one of you to get the job done!
  Special thanks to Barry Aidman for his guidance, support and optimism. This 
community is a reflection of his leadership, vision, wisdom and character. 
Elyse, Charlotte, Annie J, Annie M and Laura--what an amazing job you all do, 
and with such patience and grace. Thanks for all your help. Our teachers…how 
can we thank them enough for putting their hearts and souls into educating 
our kids. You are our heroes!! Thanks to the fabulous custodial staff who is 
always there to help set up or take down and everything in between.
  Last but certainly not least I thank my husband, Randy, and my children, 
Baker and Daniel for their patience and support. As always, you guys keep me 
going in the right direction.
  At the May 12th PTA meeting, I will hand over the gavel to Cami Hawkins. 
She is a thoughtful and strong leader who will work tirelessly for the bet-
terment of Casis. She has a wonderful executive board to work with and I 
look forward to all that they have in store for us next year. What a privilege 
it has been to work with all of you. I stand in awe of this community and the 
huge hearts and eager volunteers who make it so special.  There is something 
special about a place where our kids are the focus and everyone is welcome…  
Casis is that kind of place!  I hope you all have a wonderful summer!
  Julia Baker Howry

The Prez Sez (cont.)

PTA Officers to be 
Installed May 12
  Join Casis PTA for our May 
meeting, to be held at noon in 
Portable 15.  We’ll celebrate the 
successes of the 2004-05 school 
year as new officers and com-
mittee chairs prepare for their 
duties in 2005-06.

Volunteer Opportunity:
  Have you always wanted to 
be in the know about upcoming 
events at Casis? Been looking 
for a way to share your talent 
for the latest dish? Edit next 
yearôs PTA Post! Writing and 
electronic publishing experience 
are helpful, but not essential. 
Contact Marla Kiger at 419-
9200 or Cami Hawkins at 478-
0552 to volunteer today!


